CHINA   &   THE   CHINESE
middle of the track.   No one will think of protesting.
Attempt to discuss \vith an average intelligent Chinese some public question of the moment, some proposed government reform or change of administration. He will probably regard you with astonishment and finally ask why in the world either of you should bother his head about it when the officials concerned are paid to attend to it. What does your Chinese care what officials are in power,
"he who is not in an office ho.s no concern with plans for the administration of its duties." There i* the maxim which would seem ever to suidf the Chinese.
And a national patriotism. Dnns anv such exist among the Chinese ? In the Western conception of the term \ve should reply, certainly not. CUntse patriotism resolves itself primarily into a personal or family affair, a love of his home. In whatever far conntrv a
FEET   OF   THE   WOMEN   WHO   CAN   NEITHER   RUN    NOR   DANCE For centuries the women of China have groaned  under the tyrannv of national  fashion which condemns them in girlhood to years of torture through the senseless crippling of their feet, obliging them to totter through life on tiptoe.    Unknown in the days of Confucius, this praciicp of foot-deformation is not religious in origin.    Happily, the cruel absurdity ot this enforced hobble in a shoe three or four inches long has been at last recognized Photo, B. T. Prideattx
so long as he is left alone and their squeeze is not too exorbitant ? In the same way a Chinese unused to the spectacle will regard with amazement a foreign lady running about hitting a tennis ball over a net. " Why, in Heaven's name," he exclaims, ** does she do it, when for three-halfpence any coolie will gladly spend the whole day doing it for her ? " " The Master said," so runs one of the Analects of Confucius,
Chinese may be obliged to live, his one overwhelming ambition and constant longing is that he may die and be buried in the land of his fathers. Thus, next to decapitation, the punishment most dreaded of all by a Chinese is a sentence of exile, banishment to a distant province. The offender is allowed perfect liberty within the confines of that province, but should he make any attempt to see or communicate with hfe
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